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WISCONSIN CENTER DISTRICT BOARD AUTHORIZES NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERSHIP 
WITH MILWAUKEE-BASED BAIRD FOR THE WISCONSIN CENTER 

Expanded convention center will open in May 2024 under a new 15-year naming rights agreement 

MILWAUKEE - (March 10, 2023) – In a meeting today, the Board of the Wisconsin Center District 
(WCD), which owns and operates the Wisconsin Center, Miller High Life Theatre and UW-M 
Panther Arena, authorized the WCD to finalize an agreement with Baird to become the official 
naming rights partner of the Wisconsin Center.  

“The WCD leadership team and I are dedicated to leveraging our core values to Be Bold. Be Proud. 
Be Experience Obsessed. to guide every business decision we make,” said WCD President and 
CEO Marty Brooks. “Since our Board trusted our bold vision and authorized the expansion project 
in 2020, we knew that a naming rights agreement would follow. The ideal naming rights partner 
would be homegrown, have a world-class reputation and, for the greatest possible success, share 
our core values and commitment to the city of Milwaukee. Baird meets and exceeds those 
qualifications and will give our convention center, and our city, yet another spectacular reason for 
visitors to add Milwaukee to their list of not-to-be-missed destinations.”  

“This agreement fits with our ongoing efforts to build Baird’s brand across our global footprint and 
reflects our longstanding commitment to giving back to the communities where we live and work,” 
said Baird Chairman and CEO Steve Booth. “The new state of the art convention center will 
enhance Milwaukee’s growing reputation as a modern, forward-looking city, and we are honored to 
support and be part of its success.” 

The expansion of the Wisconsin Center, a $456 million project, broke ground on October 28, 2021 
and is anticipated to open in May 2024. Upon completion the combined north and south buildings 
will house 52 meeting rooms, a 300,000 contiguous sq ft exhibit hall, 22 total loading docks, a 400-
stall indoor parking garage, and a spectacular new rooftop ballroom with seating for 2,000 and 
sweeping outdoor terraces. The expanded venue will also include quiet rooms, nursing mother’s 
rooms, dedicated gender-neutral restrooms and a robust public art program telling the story of 
Milwaukee. Fixtures such as wayfinding, carpeting and lighting will be consistent through the north 
and the south buildings to enhance the guest experience, and the venue is pursuing LEED Silver 
certification. High res renderings of the north building can be found here. The WCD has self-
mandated rigorous minority-owned business inclusion goals on the project of 25 percent minority-
owned businesses, five percent women-owned businesses, and one percent disabled veteran-
owned businesses, as well as a 40 percent residents preference program (RPP) goal, mandating 
that a minimum of 40 percent of the labor workforce on site reside in Milwaukee’s most underserved 
zip codes.  
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Founded in 1919, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Baird has provided trusted financial advice and 

services through changing market cycles and across generations. Today Baird serves 

individuals, families and public entities throughout the United States as well as corporations and 

institutions around the world. Notably, since its inception Baird has followed the principles of 

integrity, transparency, teamwork and keeping clients first. Together these ideals form the 

foundation of their unique culture and approach to doing business – also known as The Baird 

Way. 

“Since the vote to authorize the expansion of the Wisconsin Center in April of 2020, the WCD Board 
has acted boldly to continue to enhance Milwaukee as a world-class destination,” said Jim Kanter, 
Chairman of the WCD Board. “For us to now sign-off on a long-term partnership with a hometown 
institution like Baird is a tremendous representation of how the Board and the entire WCD 
Leadership Team continue to work together to move things forward and make Milwaukee a 
destination for conventions and events for many years to come." 

Brokered by Legends, a global premium experiences company, the agreement will formally initiate 
when the expanded convention center opens in May 2024. The balance of 2023 will be used as a 
transition year as the branding and logo package for the venue is designed and rolled out. The new 
mark for the venue will be revealed at the formal Topping Off ceremony, April 11, which will 
commemorate the placement of the last piece of structural steel and start a new phase of 
construction of the expanded Wisconsin Center.  

### 

About The Wisconsin Center 
The Wisconsin Center, located in the heart of downtown Milwaukee, is the hub of convention 
business in Wisconsin and is ideal for trade and consumer shows, conventions, banquets, 
business meetings, and celebrations. The Wisconsin Center is currently undergoing a $456 
million expansion, which will double the size of the convention center space, allowing the center 
to host multiple events simultaneously and offer flexible space arrangements to meet various 
clients’ needs, and delivering $12.6 billion in economic impact to the state of Wisconsin over 30 
years. The Wisconsin Center is owned and operated by the Wisconsin Center District and is 
experience-obsessed and dedicated to providing unforgettable, buzzworthy moments for all 
clients and guests. For more information and to book an event, visit wisconsincenter.com. 

 

About Baird 

Baird is an employee-owned, international wealth management, asset management, investment 

banking/capital markets, and private equity firm with offices in the United States, Europe and 

Asia. Established in 1919, Baird has more than 5,000 associates serving the needs of 

individual, corporate, institutional and municipal clients. Baird has more than $376 billion in 

client assets as of December 31, 2022. Committed to being a great workplace, Baird ranked No. 

27 on the 2022 Fortune 100 Best Companies to Work For® list – its 19th consecutive year on 

the list. Baird is the marketing name of Baird Financial Group. Baird’s principal operating 

https://wisconsincenter.com/
https://wisconsincenter.com/
https://wisconsincenter.com/
https://wisconsincenter.com/
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subsidiaries are Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated and Baird Trust Company in the United 

States and Robert W. Baird Group Ltd. in Europe. Baird also has an operating subsidiary in Asia 

supporting Baird’s investment banking and private equity operations. For more information, 

please visit Baird’s website at www.rwbaird.com. 

 


